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Widower’s battle
By ZACH HABERMAN
A Brooklyn man says he
was left destitute when his
late wife’s pension, worth
nearly $1 million, was
awarded to his sister-in-
law on a technicality —
and is hoping the state’s
highest court will hear his
case.
“I lost the best thing that
ever happened to me,”
said Bruce Friedman, 61, of
his late wife, Anne.
“I had no idea there was
a question I wasn’t the
beneficiary.”
The Friedmans were
happily married for nearly
20 years when Anne, a for-
mer city school principal,
died suddenly of a massive
heart attack in September
2001.
Friedman said he never
doubted he’d be entitled to
the lump-sum payment of
$900,862 because the
Teachers’ Retirement Sys-
tem sent out annual state-
ments that indicated his
wife had named no benefi-
ciary.
That would make him, as
her closest relative, the
beneficiary.
But after she died, offi-
cials found a form which
had been filled out 27
years ago, four years be-
fore the couple met on a
1978 blind date.
It indicated Anne’s
mother, uncle and sister
should collect.
Anne’s mother and uncle
died, so the money was
awarded to the sister, Vir-
ginia McLaughlin — and
Friedman complains that
she won’t give him a cent.
“I think Anne would just
be shocked,” said Fried-
man, adding that he’s just
making ends meet.

“[Virginia] won’t sit
down with me or my attor-
ney. I’m just baffled.”
McLaughlin declined to
comment.
A Manhattan Supreme
Court ruling held that
Anne’s intention of mak-
ing her husband the bene-
ficiary could not be as-
sumed and that the
paperwork on file was
clear, said Joseph Harbe-
son of the Corporation
Counsel’s office, which is
representing the retire-
ment system.
“We feel we’re comply-
ing with the law as it
stands.”
The Supreme Court de-
cision was upheld by the
Appellate Division in De-
cember.
Friedman said he wants
to go to the Court of Ap-
peals because, “all I know
is it’s my last chance.”
Friedman’s lawyer, San-
ford Young, described last
month’s decision as “so-
bering,” and added had
some advice for all cou-
ples:
“Make sure you update
your pension beneficiary
forms. If you don’t, your
spouse and family may
wind up with nothing.”
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THE FRIEDMANS
Legally unprepared.

MADE HIS DAY: Clint Eastwood, with “Million Dollar Baby” co-stars Morgan Freeman and Hi-
lary Swank, cops top honors at the Directors Guild of America awards early yesterday.

Beats Scorsese for top director
By LOU LUMENICK

Post Movie Critic

Clint Eastwood took
the lead in the Oscar race
with a Directors Guild of
America award for his
boxing drama, “Million
Dollar Baby,” scoring a
decisive knockout over
his chief Best Director
rival, Martin Scorsese.
This was the sixth loss
for Scorsese — who di-
rected the Howard
Hughes biopic “The Avi-
ator,” starring Leonardo
DiCaprio — in six nomi-

nations for the DGA
honor, considered the
strongest predictor for an
Oscar out of the various
awards events.
Eastwood previously
won the DGA award for
“Unforgiven” (1992),
which went on to capture
the Best Director and
Best Picture Oscars.
“I’m pleased as punch,”
Eastwood said in accept-
ing the award early yes-
terday morning at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel in
Los Angeles.
He praised his “Million

Dollar Baby” co-stars Hi-
lary Swank and Morgan
Freeman, who, like East-
wood, have been nomi-
nated for acting Oscars
this year .
“All I have to do is just
sort of stand there and
guide it,” said Eastwood,
who captured the Golden
Globe for directing
earlier this month.
The DGA award for
feature directing has pre-
dicted the winner of the
Best Director Oscar 50
times in its 56-year his-
tory.

Besides Scorsese, the
DGA snubbed Michael
Moore and his Bush-
bashing “Fahrenheit 9/
11,” giving its first award
for documentary direc-
tion to Byambasuren
Davaa and Luigi Falorni
for “The Story of the
Weeping Camel,” a tale
of nomads in the Gobi
Desert.
The late Christopher
Reeve, nominated for
best TV directing for
“The Brooke Ellison
Story,” lost to Joe Sar-
gent, director of “Some-
thing the Lord Made.”

‘Seek’ and ye shall find movie gold
By BILL HOFFMANN

Robert De Niro scared
up cash from moviegoers
over the weekend, as his
new fright flick, “Hide and
Seek,” rocketed to the top
of the box office.
The chiller, about a dad
coping with his daughter’s
potentially murderous
“imaginary friend,”
grossed $22 million, fend-
ing off a rush of strong
contenders nominated for
Oscars earlier in the week.
“Horror films often
nose-dive in their second
weekend, but De Niro’s
presence could give ‘Hide

and Seek’ more staying
power,” said Bruce
Snyder, head of distribu-
tion for 20th Century Fox,
which released the film.
“Hide and Seek”
bumped the previous
weekend’s No. 1 movie,
Ice Cube’s “Are We There
Yet?” to second place,
with $17 million.
In third place, in its first
week of wide release, was
“Million Dollar Baby,”
Clint Eastwood’s boxing
drama, which was nomi-
nated for seven Academy
Awards. It earned
$11.8 million, raising its do-
mestic gross to $21.1 mil-
lion.

“Million Dollar Baby” is
in a tight race for Best Pic-
ture and Best Director
with Martin Scorsese’s
“The Aviator,” which
came in at No. 6, with $7.5
million — bringing its
total take to $68.2 million.
“The Aviator,” a big-
budget bio of Howard
Hughes starring Leonardo
DiCaprio, leads the Oscar
race with 11 nominations.
The weekend’s only
other new wide release,
“Alone in the Dark,” with
Christian Slater and party
girl Tara Reid, bombed,
with just $2.5 million.
With Post Wire Services

(W)hoop it up with Dennis Rodman
How much would you
pay for two nights in Sin
City with party animal
Dennis Rodman? Or would
someone have to pay you?
The folks at online ca-
sino GoldenPalace.com
are betting on the former
— they’ve launched a
charity auction offering a
two-night trip for two to
Vegas in the company of

the former NBA bad boy.
“When people hang out
with Dennis Rodman, they
never forget it,” said the
retired NBA star, who will
party till 4 a.m. both nights
with the winners.
Proceeds from the auc-
tion will go to tsunami re-
lief and to help inner-city
kids. Angela Montefinise

Fright delight
Weekend’s top flicks:
1. “Hide and Seek”:
$22 million

2. “Are We There
Yet?”: $17M

3. “Million 
Dollar 
Baby”:
$11.825M

4. “Coach 
Carter”:
$8M

5. “Meet 
the
Fockers”:
$7.6M

Dakota
Fanning,

‘Hide and
Seek’


